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BASIC NEURORADIOLOGY. By Mohammad Sarwar, Behrooz Azar-Kia, and Solomon
Batnitzky. St. Louis, MO, Warren H. Green, Inc., 1983. 845 PP. $95.00.
This is a fine introductory text to the field of neuroradiology. The title ofthe book
is appropriate; this work is neither too exhaustive nor too brief. We believe that the
basic objectives of this work have been met: namely, a good medium-sized textbook
for radiology, neurology, and neurosurgery residents. The volume will also be useful
for other physicians as well as medical students interested in neuroradiology. It
should serve as a stimulus for further study by the interested reader.
The book is composed of fifteen chapters covering a broad scope of neuro-
radiology, including X-rays of the normal skull, normal and abnormal vasculature,
congenital malformations, vascular diseases, intracranial tumors, infections, trauma,
neurological disorders, and the spine. Unfortunately, more recent developments in
diagnostic imaging, including digital subtraction angiography, nuclear magnetic
resonance, and positron emission tomography are not included. However, this is
understandable given the textbook's goals.
Eleven of the fifteen chapters are written by Dr. Sarwar, two by Dr. Azar-Kia,
and two by Dr. Batnitzky. The tables including differential diagnosis and key
radiographic features are, in general, very good. Reproduction of X-rays and CT
scans are usually good to excellent (with some exceptions, such as the relatively poor
reproduction of a pneumoencephalogram on page610). Occasional labeling or spell-
ing errors are also noted. On Figure 6B, page 287, M, representing medulla, should
be labeled MN for mesencephalon. On page 384, Figure 27A, SCF should instead be
CSF (for cerebrospinal fluid). The discussion of pituitary adenomas on page 606
using the older terminology based on light microscopic findings is antiquated in light
of today's immunohistochemical, electron microscopic, and hormone assay tech-
niques. In addition, the clinician might take exception to statements such as
"angiography has no effect on the spasm" (vasospasm) on page 461. However, these
are relatively minor criticisms, and are not meant to detract from what is in general a
fine textbook exploring the basics of neuroradiology. This book is highly recom-
mended to the previously noted group of physicians and medical students.
ISAAC GOODRICH
Section ofNeurological Surgery
Yale University School ofMedicine
and
MATTHEW R. MOORE
Medical Student
Yale University SchoolofMedicine
NEUROLOGY OF HEREDITARY METABOLIC DISEASES OF CHILDREN. By Raymond D.
Adams and Gilles Lyon. New York, Hemisphere Publishing Corp., 1982. 442 pp.
$49.50.
Neurology of Hereditary Metabolic Diseases of Children is a pleasant, well-
written volume by Raymond D. Adams and Gilles Lyon. This eminently readable
and well-organized text is devoted to both the neurology and the biochemistry ofthe
complex maze of inherited metabolic/degenerative diseases found in infants and
children. It begins with a systematic discussion of those problems, such as maple
syrup urine disease and galactosemia, which present during the immediate neonatal
period, and progresses through those diseases affecting children during the early in-